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Chapter 1: Healthcare National Landscape Insights 

China currently has the fastest growing healthcare market in the world with a five-year 

compound annual growth rate of 17%, compared to just 4% in the United States, and -

2% in Japan. 

China is the second largest healthcare market globally with total healthcare expenditures 

reaching $594 billion in 2015, a number forecasted to reach $1.1 trillion by 2020. 

However, there is still opportunity for considerable growth with per capita health 

spending at just $426, compared to an average of over $5,200 for the world’s top eight 

healthcare markets. 

The current Chinese healthcare model consists of a variety of publicly and privately-

owned hospitals.  

As average household income and urbanization rates have risen, Chinese citizens now 

have greater access to healthcare knowledge and have a greater ability to pay for 

medical- related costs. Healthcare now comprises the largest segment of household 

consumption in China.  

As China’s population becomes more health conscious, demand for high quality 

preventative care also increases, providing a catalyst for private hospitals and facilities 

that offer health examinations and consulting services. 
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As common to most developed countries, China is now facing the contentious issue of 

an ageing population and the health impacts associated with urban living. China is a 

unique situation regarding these issues. The one-child policy has had a long-lasting 

legacy upon Chinese society, and consequently, the population is ageing at a rate 

unprecedented anywhere else in the globe. Moreover, the pace at which China has 

developed has exacerbated many problems, including air pollution and contaminated 

land and water, amongst other issues.  

The number of nursing homes in China is growing at a rate of 20.6% year-on-year to 

meet public demand. However, there currently is a shortage of medical care supplies for 

the elderly. For every 1000 senior citizens, there are only 31.6 nursing home beds. This 

means that China offers wide room for cooperation and profitable opportunities for 

European companies operating in the fields of nursing and elderly care. 

China’s domestic pharmaceutical market has also been flourishing due to favorable 

market conditions and policies. Several market-friendly policies have been introduced, 

encouraging joint ventures between multinational companies and domestic companies. 

Moreover, R&D costs are generally significantly lower in China. On average, drug 

development costs in the US amount to $3 to $4 billion, while comparable 

developments could be done in China for about $30 to $40 million. 

 

China’s medical device market maintains a consistent growth rate. Due to perceived 

quality advantages, medical equipment imports from Europe remain high. Chinese 

hospitals and healthcare providers usually still tend to prefer imported options, 

especially when purchasing innovative and high-tech devices. Significant demand for 

foreign-made, high-end devices is also fueled by China's aging population, as the 

Chinese government pushes to improve the quality of care. However, as quality 

increases, Chinese domestic medical device companies are increasingly competing with 

U.S. and European companies making particularly strong gains in medium-level 

technology niches.  

Under this light, healthcare reform has been a significant policy stream within Chinese 

politics, and there are vast amounts of resources and capital being dedicated to more 

excellency in the healthcare field.  

China is currently following two health-related guidelines: Healthy China 2020 and 

Healthy China 2030 – launched in October 2016. Together these initiatives stand as 

some of the most radical and ambitious healthcare reforms ever undertaken.  

The Healthy China 2020 initiative aims to reduce the overall cost of healthcare in China 

while ensuring that insurance policies cover 70% of the costs of treatment. Additionally, 

the project aimed to aid those directly affected by rapid urbanization and globalization. 

Much of this program focuses on altering mindsets towards chronic disease and obesity 

through community outreaches and preventative mindsets as opposed to strict legal 

alterations.  
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On the other hand, Healthy China 2030 is a much more comprehensive directive and 

aims to bring the high quality, universal health care (UHC) to all Chinese people - no 

easy task when one considers China’s vast population of 1.4 billion people.  

Consequently, to achieve its lofty ambitions to achieving a functional, more 

representative and world-class medical system, China has demonstrated a willingness to 

invest vast sums of money and implement political change to satisfy its goals.  

The government has set the foundations for a plethora of fruitful collaborative 

opportunities between European and Chinese companies, which makes China an 

extremely noteworthy country as for business opportunities in the healthcare field. An 

unprecedented amount of money has been made available to specific Chinese regions, 

and a large proportion of this is going to healthcare and biomedical research.  

 

Chapter 2: Healthcare sector in Shijiazhuang (Hebei province) 

A specific region that is to receive a special status is Hebei province and its capital 

Shijiazhuang - cited as becoming the pilot city for China first national high-end 

biomedical region, and a state industry base for biomedicine in China. Shijiazhuang 

already boasts a long tradition of excellence in the pharmaceutical field and is already 

one of the leading centers of the area in China.  

Shijiazhuang has a population of around 11 million people and boasts mutual proximity 

to both Beijing and Tianjin (wealthy first-tier cities with world-class infrastructure and 

amenities). The recently launched “Shijiazhuang 4+4 Modern Industries Investment 

Plan” is part of an ongoing project by the local government to further integrate the 

region and create an industrial, research and economic powerhouse in the North of 

China. Shijiazhuang’s current, and recent, development strategy is focused on 

producing a green, environmentally friendly and low-carbon international city that 

prides itself on its innovative, entrepreneurial and open mentality that fosters inclusivity 

and leads development.  

By the end of 2017, Shijiazhuang counted 7,334 medical and health institutions 

(including clinics). Among them, there were 235 hospitals (12 of them are first-class 

ones), 24 centers for diseases control and prevention, 25 maternal and pediatric 

healthcare centers, as well as 189 community health-service centers (four of them 

raking in the top 100 of the whole country).  
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Figure One: An image of the Shijiazhuang skyline.  

Copied from http://gaeawiki.com/images/9/90/Shijiazhuang_Skyline.jpg. 

 

 

Figure Two: View of the city of Shijiazhuang. 

Copied from 

https://cn.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=41852F6C8BC102B8BEE8C1AFB7FA16091E24

8C79&thid=OIP.FalWEEFRFPPx0GPbVqHPEAHaEr&exph=759&expw=1200&q=shijiazhuang+hebei+

china&selectedindex=11&vt=0&eim=1,2,6 

 

Chapter 3: Supportive environment for international partners in Hebei 

province 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, to achieve its potential and become a leading city 

in the North of China, the Shijiazhuang local government has recently implemented a 

4+4 investment plan in which it will further enhance and develop four of its existing and 

prominent industries while simultaneously laying the foundations and fostering the 

growth of four new, potential sectors. Currently, Shijiazhuang has developed industries 

in IT, Biomedicine and health, advanced equipment manufacture, and commercial and 

trade logistics; each of these will be enhanced under the development plans.  

Shijiazhuang boasts around 9,105 local high-tech SMEs and around 825 high and new-

technology enterprises.  

http://gaeawiki.com/images/9/90/Shijiazhuang_Skyline.jpg
https://cn.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=41852F6C8BC102B8BEE8C1AFB7FA16091E248C79&thid=OIP.FalWEEFRFPPx0GPbVqHPEAHaEr&exph=759&expw=1200&q=shijiazhuang+hebei+china&selectedindex=11&vt=0&eim=1,2,6
https://cn.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=41852F6C8BC102B8BEE8C1AFB7FA16091E248C79&thid=OIP.FalWEEFRFPPx0GPbVqHPEAHaEr&exph=759&expw=1200&q=shijiazhuang+hebei+china&selectedindex=11&vt=0&eim=1,2,6
https://cn.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&id=41852F6C8BC102B8BEE8C1AFB7FA16091E248C79&thid=OIP.FalWEEFRFPPx0GPbVqHPEAHaEr&exph=759&expw=1200&q=shijiazhuang+hebei+china&selectedindex=11&vt=0&eim=1,2,6
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The field that is most relevant to Topview, and consequently, our European partners and 

clients, is that of the biomedicine and health industry. Shijiazhuang is a fantastic 

launching location, as it is already a national leader in the field. In 2017, the 

biomedicine and health industry brought the city a primary income of 75 billion yuan 

(with an added value of 15.0 billion yuan). Such data helps us understanding that the 

area is ripe to accept and interact with new western companies.  

Shijiazhuang represents an unparalleled investment opportunity for healthcare investors 

and companies. The local government of Shijiazhuang has committed to spending $18 

billion over the next five years to develop the landscape of biomedicine, medical 

equipment and healthcare within the city.  

Fundamentally, the local government wants to create a welcoming business 

environment in which business and technology may flourish amongst world-class 

collaborative facilities. The masterplan includes the production of two National 

Development Zones: the Shijiazhuang High-Tech Industrial Development Zone and the 

Shijiazhuang Economic and Technological Development Zone. Both Zones will focus 

on developing Shijiazhuang’s leading industries by creating localized clusters of 

businesses around related infrastructure. The Shijiazhuang High-Tech Industrial 

Development Zone will focus much of its attention on improving the bio-medicine 

sector of the city: the zone will include an International Biomedicine Industrial Park 

and an International Life Science Innovation Park.  

Additionally, nineteen further provincial economic development zones will be 

constructed around Hebei province, of which four of them – Wuji, Yuanshi, Shenze and 

Zhaoxian - will be directly related to biomedical and healthcare research, amongst other 

industries.  

 

Figure Three: A masterplan of one of the planned provincial economic development 

zones.  

Copied from http://www.vastiud.com/en/index.php?m=&c=article&a=detail&id=10 
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To further coordinate the activities of Shijiazhuang, Beijing and Tianjin, the 

government is currently developing a new residential and incredibly green city that is 

equidistant between these economic centers. This zone, the Xiong’an New District, 

creates a half-hour commuting center and further integrates these regions. Announced in 

2017 by Xi Jinping, Xiong’an has seen incredible amounts of capital invested into it and 

is sure to be a valuable asset when considering any investment into Hebei.   

Furthermore, there are extensive benefits offered to the individuals that wish to invest 

and work from China in the Shijiazhuang project. At its most significant, those with a B 

talent green card and a PhD may receive 2000 yuan rent allowance for five years (more 

than sufficient amount if considering the cost of life in Hebei province), as well as a 

one- time purchase allowance of 150 thousand yuan for a property. Moreover, those 

with an A grade green card may receive subsidies worth millions of yuan for research 

and property acquisition.  

 

Chapter 4: Topview’s role as business facilitator in Hebei province 

Topview is uniquely placed to facilitate collaborative efforts between China and 

European companies. To better foster the implementation of EU-China healthcare 

projects within Hebei province, we recently partnered with North China Medical & 

Health Industry Group Co., Ltd. (North China Group) - one of the most prominent 

healthcare groups in China, with a network of 26 hospitals (aimed to become 60 by the 

end of this year) – and with the local government at provincial and municipal levels. At 

governmental level, we have ongoing partnerships with the Hebei Provincial 

Department of Commerce, the Shijiazhuang Investment Promotion Bureau and the 

Hebei Pharmaceutical Industry Association. In addition to our link with ENRICH 

China, we work directly with the local Chinese government and may act as a conduit 

between European businesses and Chinese contacts. 

Furthermore, our partnership with North China Medical, which has expertise in 

specialist fields such as orthopedics, high-end technology, rehabilitation, elderly nursing 

and education, would allow for effective implementation of EU-China technology 

transfer and joint-education programs.  

It is due to all of these reasons that expansion into China through our Soft-Landing 

Zone in Hebei will be an incredibly lucrative and streamlined business decision for 

European healthcare companies. The entire project looks sure to redesign the face of 

Northern China and to alter the dynamic of the country. A fantastic growth opportunity 

is on offer with Topview and one that will surely benefit all involved.  
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Chapter 5: Topview in a nutshell 

Topview Consulting Group is a professional knowledge service company specialized in 

providing a full spectrum of customized and commercial solutions for international 

clients planning to enter or expand their interests on the Chinese market.   

  Leading International Event Management Company (for large-scale EU-

China conferences & workshops, B2B events, Business & Investment Forums 

etc.) 

 Prestigious Initiator of International Cooperation Projects: leading Chinese 

partner for total number of EU-funded projects implemented and an active 

player in fostering international cooperation between the EU and China in the 

STI field. 

 Professional Advisor of Market Entry 

We are a team of around 15 people, split among these locations: 

 Beijing (headquarters);  

 Shijiazhuang (Hebei branch)  

 Frankfurt (German branch) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topview’s 4E model represents not only the complete range of services and 

opportunities made available through Topview but a definite commitment: from their 

first evaluative steps to their expansion into a commanding market presence, Topview is 

committed to helping its clients enter and grow in the Chinese market.  

 

Our full list of services:  

 

1. MARKET RESEARCH 
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 Customized Research Reports, tailor-made to meet the explicit requests and 

strategic needs of our European clients 

 Complete industry reports 

 Consumer analysis  

 Market access overviews 

 Case studies and comparative analysis 

 Strategy Consultation 

 

 China Market-Entry Strategy Analysis, with a comprehensive focus on 

breaking into the Chinese market 

 Industry overview 

 Supply and demand analysis 

 SWOT report 

 End-user reports and buying-power analysis 

 Entry methods, process channels and considerations 

 

 Competitive Intelligence, to guide and enable through detailed analysis of the 

inner workings of your major competition, potential clients and prospective 

partners in the Chinese market 

 

2. BUSINESS FACILITATION 

 

 Preliminary services, in preparation for an upcoming or potential project in 

China 

 Pre-feasibility studies, market profiling and evaluation 

 Visiting Program coordination 

 Site selection and on-site consultation 

 Follow-up liaison and representation 

 

 Market-entry and Implementation services, facilitating the execution of 

foundational projects in China 

 Governmental policy advising 

 One-stop legal document preparation 

 Company registration in China 

 HR support 

 IPR protection considerations 

 

 Expansion services, supporting organic business development, partnerships and 

M&A 

 Business match-making opportunities 

 Coordinated networking and PR service 

 Negotiation and contract consultation 
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 Value-added services: Forging industry vision, market strategy, brand image 

and company culture 

  

3. COORDINATIVE MANAGEMENT 

 Complete event management packages 

 Media support and press relations 

 Marketing, promotions and dissemination services 

 High-level PR services 
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Contact us in China and in Europe! 

www.china.enrichcentres.eu 

china@enrichcentres.eu 
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